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The Mediterranean remains strategic: key figures

The Mediterranenan Sea

is increasing its centrality

in the global economy





The increase in ports traffic clearly points 
to a new centrality of the Med…

Trend of traffic in the Top 25 Med Ports 2005-2020 (Million TEUs)

Source: SRM on Port Authorities
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 Asia ranks first

Maritime transport_ global container traffic



Suez has shown remarkable resilience to the effects of the pandemic

Source: SRM on Suez Canal Authority 



The deep sea routes: bilateral connectivity index 2021 
Top 10 partners in 2021 - Italy

Source: SRM on Port Authorities
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strategic maritime 
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most connected to 

us, we have to pass 

through the canal.



The dynamics of international maritime trade are highly dependent 
on this crossroads: the case of the Ever Given



Freight rates: trend on strategic routes

Source: Drewry

Drewry’s composite World Container Index decreased by 2.1% to 

$9,279.46 per 40ft container, but, remains 81% higher than a year ago.



Sea freight rates keep soaring: SCFI Asia - Med reaches all-time high

Source: SRM on Clarksons

+232%

Average spot rates 

between Shanghai 

and the West Med 

were reported to 

have reached 

USD 4,296 per TEU, 

thus increasing 232% 

compared to the 

average of the 

previous year. 
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Port congestion

Source: SRM on Bloomberg

 Omicron vs Logistics system



Source: DB Group

Blank sailing

 On all the main trades: Transpacific, Transatlantic and Asia-North
Europe & Med, 63 cancelled sailings were announced between weeks
11 and 14, out of a total of 558 scheduled sailings, representing a
cancellation rate of 11%.



Orderbook and Reliability

Source: SEA Intelligence



Orderbook and Reliability

Source: DB Group



The containerships’ orderbook

Source: Banchero costa

 An outlook on Megaships



The green tonnage: LNG, Methanol and ammonia

Source: Alphaliner

 An outlook on Green Ships
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Italy - Import-export €bn and %  

A third of the Italian trade travels by sea

Source: SRM on Istat-Coeweb 2021. Data on 2020



Short Sea Shipping (SSS) is growing and is always a challenge

*Million tonnes and %  |  Source: SRM on Eurostat, 2021

 Covid pandemic and 

reshoring are changing supply 

chains: SSS benefits from this. 

 European SSS mainly 

concentrates in the 

Mediterranean with 659 

million tonnes amounting to 

30% of total. 

 In the Med Area, Italy ranked 

1st with a volume equal to 

244 million tonnes of cargo 

(37% market share). 
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Fonte: SRM su Drewry

The Med maritime traffic will increase

Forecasts for 2021-25 period
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Another phenomenon of change also generated by 

Covid... Aiming at port innovation

The country's position in shipping must be strengthened. 

Innovation is a crucial means of achieving the changes 

envisaged in the:

1. energy transition,

2. sustainability, 
3. digitisation and dematerialisation,

4. ship and terminal automation.
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Conclusions and insights

 The world coming out of Covid will be more complex than the previous one:

 Changing world trade patterns and routes

 The phenomenon of gigantism and large alliances persists, marking the transition from 

competition to cooperation.

 Reshaping the Silk Road

 The growth in foreign investment in the Mediterranean is an indication of its strategic 

importance and its key role in international trade. But it is also a signal for Europe and 

for our country.

 Suez increasingly resilient and relevant in international trade, but in parallel other 

alternative routes are gaining market share, 

 Reshoring and rethinking global supply chains: an opportunity for Italy thanks also to 

positioning Strategies and structures in the shipping industry are also changing: an 

advantage for those who focus on sustainability.







Thank you for your attention


